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MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT: Close-Out of Potential Cost Recovery  
 US Ecology Waste Disposal Facility Explosion Site 
  SSID: 10RG 
  CERCLIS ID: IDN001020075 
 
FROM: Kris Leefers, Assistant Regional Counsel  
 Office of Regional Counsel 
 
 Stephen Ball, On-Scene Coordinator 
 Spill Assessment, Prevention and Removal Section 
 Superfund and Emergency Management Division 
 
THRU: Dean Ingemansen, Land Law Branch Chief 
 Office of Regional Counsel 
 
 Stephanie Wenning, Section Chief 
 Emergency Response Section 
 Superfund and Emergency Management Division 
 
 Beth Sheldrake, Branch Chief 
 Emergency Management Branch 
 Superfund and Emergency Management Division, 
 
TO: Calvin J. Terada, Director 

Superfund and Emergency Management Division 
 
DATE: August 4, 2021 
 
I. Introduction 
 

pursue cost recovery against any potentially responsible parties (PRPs) for costs incurred by EPA at the 
US Ecology Waste Disposal Facility Explosion Site located in Grand View, Owyhee County, Idaho 
(Site) under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 
42 U.S.C. §§ 9601, et seq.  
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II. Site Description 

The Site is a hazardous waste disposal facility, regulated pursuant to Subtitle C of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act. The facility is primarily engaged in the management and disposal of 
inorganic hazardous waste. It is located in a remote area of Owyhee County, approximately 10 miles 
from Grand View, Idaho. The facility has processed magnesium fines waste streams for over 10 years 
without incident. On November 17, 2018, during the process of treating a waste stream of magnesium 
fines, a release occurred which resulted in an explosion and fire. It is estimated that approximately 7,000 
pounds of magnesium waste was present. Magnesium is an alkaline earth metal and reacts strongly when 
in contact with water. The exact cause of the explosion is not known to EPA. The building where the 
magnesium waste was stored was significantly damaged, and the explosion caused some damage to 
surrounding buildings, which also housed other hazardous substances. The initial fire was limited to the 
building footprint and was described as smoldering after the initial fire. 
 
III. Work Performed and Associated Costs 
 
EPA arrived at the Site on November 18, 2018. EPA joined Unified Command and provided oversight 
to the facility owner and its contractors. Primary objectives of the response were to secure remaining 
magnesium fines, secure other hazardous substance waste streams, and enter the building when safe to 
asses
undertook overpacking and staging of magnesium fines and secured and staged other hazardous 
substances as needed. EPA conducted air monitoring for particulates, lower explosive limit, and volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) at the Site. EPA did not conduct any cleanup work at the Site. All 
hazardous substance assessments and immediate stabilization measures were completed by the facility 
owner by November 21, 2019. EPA completed its air monitoring and demobilized at the end of the day. 
 
The estimated response costs from the start date through July 6, 2021 are $37,733.28. 
 
IV. Potentially Responsible Party 
 
This memorandum provides a summary of the party identified through information gathered by EPA at 
the time of the response action and during the drafting of the memorandum. This memorandum assesses 
the part  potential liability as follows. 
 

a. US Ecology, Inc. 
 

US Ecology, Inc. operated the waste management facility at the time of the release of 
hazardous substances into the environment. US Ecology, Inc., formerly American Ecology 
Corporation, was incorporated in Delaware in March 1987. US Ecology, Inc. operates waste 
management facilities and landfills in the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, and 

viability is unknown, and EPA has not sent an information request 
ility to pay 

 
 
V. Basis of Decision to Not Pursue Cost Recovery 
 
Based on limited investigation around the time of the response action and afterwards, the PRP identified 
above is likely liable for response costs under CERCLA. However, the OECA memorandum dated May 
12, 1995 and updated guidance dated April 10, 2013, allows EPA to exercise its enforcement discretion 

               

 

    
             

  



3 
 

and elect not to pursue cost recovery in cases where the total response costs do not exceed $500,000. 
The total costs for the Site are $37,733.28, which is well below the threshold in the OECA 
memorandum.   

 

 
VI. Conclusion 

 

 
This memorandum does not extinguish or compromise any cost recovery rights of EPA and does not 
foreclose EPA from re-opening the case for any reason. Should additional information be made 
available, EPA may elect to further pursue cost recovery actions for the Site. 

 
List below: Hazardous release? 
 
Release of a hazardous substance?   Yes      No 
Into the environment?      Yes      No 
 
List below: What and when it was released? 
 
Magnesium waste was released into the environment on November 17, 2018. 
 
Response Costs Incurred  Attach cost documentation.  
 
Total Costs recovered  $0 
Total Costs closed out  $37,773.28 
                               

Pre-Remedial: 
  PA/SI/EASI/etc., SEMS# 

Removal: 
  PA/SI, SEMS # 
  Action Memorandum, SEMS #  
  Pollution Report, Initial and Final, SEMS # 100134694 

 

 

 
 
 

(b) (5)

(b) (5)







Report Date: 07/06/2021 Page 1 of 1

Itemized Cost Summary

US Ecology Waste Facility, GRAND VIEW, ID  SITE ID = 10 RG

Estimated Response Costs Fro Day 1 Through 07/06/2021

REGIONAL PAYROLL COSTS ........................................................................................ $3,630.43

REGIONAL TRAVEL COSTS .......................................................................................... $94.00

SF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE & RESPONSE TEAM  (START)

ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT (EPS71307) ................................................... $23,072.72

EPA INDIRECT COSTS ................................................................................................... $10,976.13

Total Site Costs: $37,773.28



    
  

        
     

     
  

  
 

      

   
    

    
   

   
   

   
   
   

     
   

   
   
   

   

    

  

   

  

  

  

  

   

   

    

   

  

   

  

  

  

  

     

 

  

 

   
  

   

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

                 
                 

                   
                

  
         

   
  

    
                 

               
                 

   

             
                    

                  
     

       
               

                 



             
               

              
                

                 
  

                 
               

                
                 

                       
                
              

               
                

                 
                  

                   
     

   

   

  
                

                
                 

               
                

                   
                

 
                

   
         
          
                 

           

   
            

                
 

                   
                

       
             

                  
           

   
               

                  
                 

 
                
                

                  
                 

                 
             

                 
     

             

   
                  

                
                 

               
                  

                 
     

           
                

      

     

         

   
                 



   
   

          
        
   

  
   

    
          

    
   

       

   
  

     
    

  
  

                 
  

    
    

   
    

           
    

     

  
 

     
      

   
      

    
            
      
   
         

   

   
                 

              
      

    

   
              

        
              

          

  
                 

               
  

             
                   

   

   

      

   

   

            

   
    

   

    



     

                    
                 

                 
               
         

    

      

   

   
 

  

   
     
     

     

    

  
 

           
   

    
   
  
   

    

      

     

      

   
   
   
     

    

      




